THE   NEGRO   MIND

and usually smaller-sized Europeans of the Mediterranean
basin. The South African mulattoes, whose acquaintance
the native of British Central Africa made during the war,
were and are still designated by him as 'Bushmen.'

Although they may have a great deal of tribal patriotism,
the Negroes of East and Central Africa are, as subjects of
European governments, entirely devoid of patriotism as we
understand it, with the exception, perhaps, of some of the
askaris. But I imagine that the latter's patriotism is more
ofthej'apparfiens a mon maitre kind, than sentimental.

During the war I had for a year in my service a Yao
from German East Africa, a most amusing fellow. He had
been a German soldier and, as such, had been wounded in
the right foot, taken prisoner, and cured in an English
hospital. As soon as he was cured he enlisted as a British
soldier, fought bravely against the Germans, was again
wounded, this time in the left thigh, but, fortunately for
him, picked up again by the British, cured, and dismissed
as an invalid.

He was equally proud of both performances, and was
constantly throwing about, true veteran fashion, with his
kompagme and his battalion, alternately using German
and English commando words, mentioning different
marches and battles, now on one side, now on the other,
all extremely bewildering to the listener, as one never knew
whom he happened to be fighting against on each par-
ticular occasion. The idea that anybody might see some-
thing objectionable in a soldier thus changing sides as in a
quadrille never entered his head. I understood his idea to
be that, with the moment of his being wounded, all moral

85